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MESSAGE FROM THE

Secretary
Dear Alumni,
Welcome to the biggest year of the University of Cincinnati
Bearcat Bands! You guessed it, we have entered into year 100
for our beloved band program.
I am thrilled to share this Leaky Bugle with you, because I
truly feel that 2019 was one of our most impactful years as
the UC Band Alumni Association. You’ve seen what we’ve
done with the “Charge Into the Next Century” Instrument
Campaign. You’ve seen the “200 for 200” Homecoming
Campaign. What’s amazing to me about 2019, is that we as
a board have made some huge asks of you. And you have
shown up. You have stepped up to the plate. Thank you.
So we have a lot to share with you! In this edition of the
Leaky Bugle, you’ll get the recap of both Fall and Winter
Homecoming. You’ll get some EXCITING news on the
instrument campaign. You’ll get some important dates to put
on your calendar. AND - you’ll get to participate in what’s to
come for our year of celebration for the centennial.
This is the year to take a look back and your unique
experience in the band, but also look forward to the next 100
years. What you do today will affect what happens tomorrow.
If you’re thinking about getting involved first time or the
100th time, reach out to anyone on the board and we will fit
you right in! Enjoy the February Edition of the Leaky Bugle.
TUC(A)BIDG!
Hayley Q. Voorhees
UCBAA Secretary

A Message from Jodi
by Outgoing VP, Jodi Geiman

Greetings from your former Vice President! What an amazing weekend we had at Homecoming
2019! For everyone who joined us, and everyone who cheered us on from home, THANK YOU!! UC’s
Bicentennial Homecoming was truly a once-in-a-lifetime event and I cannot thank everyone enough for
making it happen! The Alumni Band VP is often the face of Homecoming for the group, but I cannot
stress enough how it truly takes an amazing team of people to pull off. From our incredible Board of Directors, to the fantastic undergrad band staff, to those who volunteer to lead sections or auxiliary groups
and to everyone who stepped in in big and small ways when help was needed over the weekend – it truly
takes an army, and that army is YOU. So again, THANK YOU for making this weekend one to remember.
While I have stepped away from the UCBAA board, you haven’t quite gotten rid of me totally just
yet. This May the UC Alumni Band is hosting the National Alumni Band Symposium right here in Cincinnati, alongside the College Athletic Band Symposium hosted by TUCBIDG. It’s truly an honor that
Cincinnati was chosen to host, and we can thank years of work by Mr. Nichter and Dr. Frenz for getting
us there. I will be chairing the Alumni Band event as an organizing member of the National Association
of Alumni Bands (NAoAB), so look forward to some upcoming communications on how you can be
involved and help us show alumni bands from around the country what an amazing group we have here
at UC.
I want to truly thank you for allowing me to serve as your Vice President for the past three years.
It was an amazing ride and I am truly appreciative of the experience. I cannot express enough just how
grateful I am to the UC Alumni Band. As if my years in TUCBIDG weren’t awesome enough, I get to
come back and experience even more through the Alumni Band! It’s been a fantastic few years, to say
the least!
Well, I don’t know about you, but I’m already looking forward to Homecoming 2020. This year
I plan to don my red jacket and pick up my trumpet to join everyone on the field. If we got over 200 on
the field for UC’s 200th celebration, I say we add another 100 for the Band’s 100th! After all, this year is
our year. Who’s with me? Three hundred on the field this fall?!? SEE YOU THERE!!!
Jodi Geiman
UCBAA Vice President 2017-2019

200 for 200: Homecoming Recap

237.

That’s the number of marchers we
had at Homecoming 2019! To say we are proud we
met #200for200 is an understatement. From Friday
night fun at the UC’s mega Bicentennial Bash to
returning to march on the field at historic Nippert
Stadium, there was a little bit of something for
everyone. We had Bearcat Band alums come from
across the globe (literally) to participate in UC’s big
birthday party and we hope to have all of you return
for Homecoming 2020 when it’s our turn. Be part
of Homecoming 2020 as we #outnumberthekids
and celebrate the Bearcat Bands Centennial.

You know what they say...

“When the Band’s away, the Alumni Band
will play!” And that’s just what we did on
New Year’s Day as the Bearcats battled and beat - the UConn Huskies. While the
undergraduate band was headed to Birmingham for the bowl game, the Alumni Band was asked to fill in and we had
a chance to have a rare all-Alumni pep
band. Thanks to everyone who was a part
of our Winter Homecoming 2020 and be
on the lookout for our return to Fifth Third
Arena next basketball season. Go Cats!

Winter Homecoming Recap

WHAT’S NEXT?
The Bearcats Men’s Basketball team is rolling
and on their way to another post-season
run! Current Senior class members of the
Bearcat Bands are invited to join the UC
Band Alumni Association for a watch party
as the Bearcats take on the ECU Pirates on
Febuary 16. We’ve reserved the new “Ruckus”
room upstairs at Mio’s on Short Vine and
will have an array of delicious appetizers for
all to enjoy. Young Alumni are especially
encouraged to attend! Current seniors should
plan to be there at 11:30a.m. for food and
information on how and why to become a
member
after
graduating!
Game
Watch
Party with Alumni & Undergrads

Here Come the Cats!

RSVP Now:
https://forms.gle/5RF7zovMAiCmdGq5A
Contact UCBAA Governor Ben Trubach at (440)
654-8976 or bptrubach@gmail.com with questions
or concerns.

“Charge Into the Next Century”
Instrument Campaign

$100,000.

As a part of the UC Bearcat Band
Centennial Celebration this year, the Bearcat Band and Bearcat Band Alumni
Association in conjunction with the UC Foundation are undertaking a very
special and historic fund raising campaign to replace every instrument in
the band with a school owned instrument and establish an endowed fund
for current and future instrument repairs and replacements.
We are off to a great start toward achieving our goal. Over $182,000 has
been raised so far including a very special gift of $100,000 in January. Over
125 people have made over 175 gifts to support the Charge into the Next
Century Campaign.
You may have noticed some silver sousaphones in the band this past
football season. These were purchased as a part of the Charge into the
Next Century Campaign. These are the type of instrument that the entire
band will have once we achieve our goal. Can’t you just see it? – The entire
Bearcat Marching Band with the uniform sound and look of all silver
instruments on the field.
In addition to purchasing instruments that look and sound alike, the
campaign will also establish an endowed fund that will pay for repairs and
replacements in the future. Check out the “Face Behind the Instruments”,
interviews with the undergrads and their perspectives on the potential of
new instruments. You can find these on the UC Band’s Facebook page.
We need the help of every Bearcat Band Alumni member and every Bearcat
fan to reach our goal. To find out more about how you can participate and
support your Bearcat Band go to impact.uc.edu/band or call 513-556BAND.
If you have prospects of major gift donors, please contact Randy Smith. For
crowdfunding and other marketing strategies, contact Hayley Voorhees.

Mentorship Program

Mentor an undergrad.

In
pursuit of its mission to “foster a lifelong
bond among its members in support of the
UC Bearcat Bands”, the UC Band Alumni
Association (UCBAA) is constantly seeking new
ways to connect alumni with Undergraduate
band members for both their mutual benefit
and the benefit of the program as a whole.

their prospective industries and potentially
move to new parts of the country (or world!).

Currently, the UCBAA is gauging interest
in the establishment of a mentor program
to connect upperclassmen members of the
Bearcat Bands with band alumni who can
provide advice and guidance as they seek
internships, take their final semesters of
classes at UC, and most importantly enter

Mentorship
Program
Survey
Link:
https://forms.gle/9uVR5qnJdxBMB24E7

Regardless of your current academic year
we would love any input you have to share
on this potential program, and if you’re
interested in becoming one of our first mentees
- some contact information! Thank you!

FROM THE

BOARD

Community Band

Like in Cincinnati and still want to play your
instrument? Come join the UC Community
Band! We will start the first week of May and run
through the end of July. There will be a practice
most weeks and 4-5 concerts. Check out our
website for updated information.
ucalumniband.org/community-band.html
You do not have to be an alumni of the band
program to join, so bring your friends!

UC Band Centennial

Stay in touch with us as we celebrate the
University of CIncinnati Bearcat Band’s 100th
Anniversary! There will be opportunities for
apparel, attending events, and supporting the
instrument campaign. What we do this year will
help support another 100 years of the band.

SAVE THE DATE
April 28, 2020

The kick-off of the band’s centennial will
feature the UC Concert Bands including the
premier of a piece commissed by the Theta
Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma as a gift to the
band program.
Come out and support the band and consider
making a gift to the Charge Into the Next
Century Instrument Campaign!

UPCOMING

EVENTS
Watch Party

UC’s Day of Giving

February 16, 2020
Mio’s - Clifton

March 31, 2020

Help us welcome the graduating seniors into what
life is like as an alumn!

Centennial Kick-Off

Join the Bearcat Bands for their final spring
concert of 2020 and donor reception. A special
commissioned piece by the Theta Chapter of Tau
Beta Sigma will be premiered.

Consider giving a gift to the Bearcat Bands
or paying your Alumni Band dues during
UC’s annual Day of Giving!

We will send out an announcement via email
and Facebook as a reminder!

April 28, 2020
CCM Corbett Auditorium
University of Cincinnati | Cincinnati, OH 45221
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SUPPORT THE UCBAA

Make a donation to support the UCBAA today at ucalumniband.org/give.
See how your donation helps the UCBAA below!

HOW YOUR DONATION HELPS THE UCBAA
Director // $100+

Drum Major // $75-99

Section Leader // $50-74

Squad Leader // $25-49

10 Directors = UC Community Band Conductors
Being a UCBAA member guarantees a spot in
Community Band - and a first-class conductor to
lead a ‘damn-good’ group.

7 Section Leaders = Music updates for the whole year!
With your contribution, the UCBAA can purchase
sheet music, assemble flip folders, and provide
sheet music updates.

6 Drum Majors = 1 student receiving a scholarship
Make a difference in the life of an undergraduate
student by helping to provide funding for their
education - both on and off the field.

5 Squad Leaders = Fun surprises for the band
With your help, we can provide the undergrad
band with surprises from the UCBAA, like our band
camp popsicle night or late season handwarmers.

